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A great day boating on Detroit Lake.

new voyage is underway...
one involving two outdoor
agencies working together with
support from the Recreational
Boating and Fishing Foundation
(RBFF). The destinations...?
Discover how people feel about
boating and angling opportunities
in Oregon. How can our agencies
motivate people away from their
televisions and computers to
spend time outdoors?

Our way of life has drastically
changed over the last several
decades. People are now
bombarded with messages from
television and computers, and both
provide endless entertainment.
Technology has been a blessing
and a curse. Consequently,
activity in all outdoor recreation
opportunities (hunting, angling
and boating) has steadily declined.

Last year, the Marine Board
approached ODFW and RBFF
with a proposal to use Oregon
as the first pilot project in

the nation with a focus on
keeping people in boating.
RBFF, a nonprofit organization

whose mission is to increase
participation in recreational
angling and boating, agreed to
help fund the project in Oregon.

Over the last several months,
RBEFF (on behalf of the Marine
Board) facilitated focus groups,
analyzed boater registration

data and mailed out surveys to
tind out what can be done to get
people back into boating. “There
are lots of reasons why people
drop out, but we’re looking for
trends and ways we can make
the boating experience more
enjoyable, says Marty Law,
Education and Information
Manager. “Boating is something
you grow up with, something you
always long to do. It’s the best
way to enjoy friends and spend
time as a family,” Law says.

“The next step is to take the
feedback we've received from
boaters and find creative ways to

»

lure people back outdoors,” says Law.

For more information about the
Recreational Boating and Fishing
Foundation, visit: www.rbff.org.
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2008 a great
year fo go
boating

All' the great, above-average
snowpack in the mountains
means a fantastic snow melt,
filling statewide reservoirs and
rivers. According to the National
Oceanic  and  Atmospheric
Administration’s website, “the
snow melt is occurring at a
steady rate and no significant
flooding is expected.” For more
information about your favorite
river or reservoir level, go to

Be sure you have a current
registration and you are carrying
the required equipment on your
boat before the season gets
underway.

Wakeboat on the Willamette
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Green Peter Reservoir

I t’s our triennial survey time,

and we're hearing what’s most
important to boaters. We're taking
comments seriously
and we're looking for
solutions.

Topping the list of
important issues to
boaters are excessive
boat wakes and
boater courtesy (lack
thereof).

From rivers to
reservoirs and from
boaters of all types,
wakes are a familiar issue. What’s
different is the intensity of the
recent complaints. “Wakes are a
function of boating, but there’s a
line that’s crossed when your boat
creates a wake thats unsafe for
others,” says Randy Henry, Marine
Board policy analyst. “When
people are thrown off docks or
overboard, that’s an excessive
wake. The actions of each boater
affect others. Recognize that what

“What
happened
to being
conscientious,

polite and

even helpful2”

you do impacts other people
around you,” Henry adds.

As the policy analyst for the
agency, Henry brings
forward issues to the
Board members at
quarterly meetings
held throughout

the state. Many
waterbodies already
have designated
“slow-no-wake”
zones but each year
people file petitions
for more of them, all
due to wakes,” Henry adds. “The
Board prefers not to pass more
regulations onto boaters, but if
safety is at issue, we will take that
step.” (see column for statutes on
reckless operation.)

“What happened to being
conscientious, polite and even
helpful?” says Ashley Massey;,
Public Affairs Specialist for the
Marine Board. “What attracted me
to boating originally was the sense

Wakes are not an unfamiliar phenomenon. Regulations on wakes have been
on the books since the Marine Board’s creation in 1959. Also on the books
is a statute that identifies the issue in behavioral terms — ORS.830.305
“unsafe operation” states, “a person commits the crime of unsafe operation

of a boat if the person operates a boat in a manner that endangers or
would be likely to endanger any person or property.” To go a step further, ORS 930.315 “reckless
operation” states, (1) a person commits the crime of reckless operation of a boat who operates a boat
carelessly and heedlessly in willful or wanton disregard of the rights, safety or property of others.
(2) No person shall operate any boat at a rate of speed greater than will permit that person in the
exercise of reasonable care to bring the boat to a stop within the assured clear distance ahead.



Paulina Lake

of being around other people like me, who love nature and the water.
When the behavior becomes a social deterrent, we all need to step up
and set a positive example.”

Massey isn’t the only boater who feels this way. To the Marine Board’s
surprise, a main reason why people haven't boated or re-registered
their boats is because of boat launching stress and rude behavior from
other boaters. “Launching a boat is an art,” says Henry. “To ensure a
successful launch, practice doing it and define the rolls each person
will play” Here are some helpful hints:

1. Practice backing your boat down a vacant boat ramp when there’s
no pressure, to help build your confidence.

2. Having someone else with you when you’re launching can enhance
safety and reduce your time at the ramp.

3. Use the staging area to load your boat with gear before you begin
to launch. Other boaters will thank you and you’ll be less likely to
forget that extra life jacket.

4. Check your battery charge and make sure your bilge pump works.
Also inspect the motor and angle of your drive unit before backing
down the boat launch.

5. Ensure the trailer tongue is securely fastened to ball hitch. Remove
any tie downs and unplug your trailer lights.

6. Make sure the boat plug is firmly in place.

7. Unhook the boat from the trailer. Ideally, another person should
be holding the boat from the dock with a bow line.

8. Always run the blower for a few minutes before you start the
engine. You can even begin this process at the staging area to
reduce your wait time.

9. The person in the vehicle then promptly leaves the ramp to park,
and the other person pulls the boat to a location to secure it to the
dock so there’s room for the next person coming down the ramp.

If you see someone in need of help at the boat launch, offer a hand.
There’s a good chance that everyone around you will be grateful,
including the boaters you're helping. Let’s all

work together to make boating ﬁ
A

the relaxing, fun recreation
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BOAT RESPONSIBLY

wakeboarders:
do you know
your limits?

Woakeboard boats are designed to
create an optimal wake for riding,
and like all other boats on the
water, they need to be operated
away from areas where wakes
cause problems. Areas where
there are docks, floats, swimmers,
canoes, kayaks or muddy, exposed
shorelines are areas to avoid. Play
at least 500 feet away from them —
further if you can.

Another key issue is your boat'’s
capacity rating, which includes
ballast. If your Coast Guard
capacity plate tells you the boat
is rated to hold 1000 pounds of
water, that gives you room for about
three people and limited gear on
the boat. Some operators either
aren’t aware of their boat's rated
capacity or they choose to ignore
it by loading additional people and
ballast aboard for a larger wake. It's
not only illegal to overload a boat
beyond its capacity, it endangers
your passengers and other boaters.
Overloaded boats can also create
wakes that can injure others or
damage property. So don't just
watch your wake, watch your
weight and play away.




taking advantage of

Y .
Deputy Steve Dangler after
wrapping up the third take
from “Cooler Surprise.”

acts & Rglres

Recreational boating is one of
the most popular forms of family
recreation nationwide.

* An estimated 69 million
Americans participate in
recreational boating.

Boat owners said they

started boating at 12-14
years of age.

About half of boat owners
were brought into boating
by their parents.

Another one-third of boat
owners began boating with
friends or a friend’s family.

Source: National Marine
Manufacturers Association (NMMA)
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YouTube, Facebook, Google.
What language is this? It’s true,
the Internet is a new world, full
of possibilities and perspective,
allowing computer users to have
a voice, 15-minutes of fame, or be
a part of something - just pick a
subject.

Public relations experts are already
dubbing the Internet as “the new
media” and a prime way to get
your message across to different
audiences. Many online news
papers and traditional media
(radio, television and print) are
bridging over to the Internet and
now include ways to share their
stories and information using
social networking sites with
friends. When people then link
from one site to another, they
boost their ranking in search
engines, like Google (top rankings
are the first page of search words
you see when you use a search
engine to find something).

The Marine Board was one of the
first state government entities to
move toward new media, first with
our website in the 1990’s, and now
using a host site to post podcasts
and videos that you can link to
directly from www.boatoregon.
com. We've also posted our

public service announcements on
YouTube as a means of reaching
more people.

“The podcasts and video segments
are short and to-the-point.
Information that boaters can get

a lot out of,” says Ashley Massey,
Public Affairs Specialist for the
Marine Board. “Boaters can also
subscribe to our podcasting
service. Each time a new podcast
is uploaded, subscribers will be
notified in an email. They’ll also
get a sneak preview of new public
service announcements before
they are aired on television and
radio. There’s also an opportunity
to tell us what you think and what
we can do differently. It gives
boaters a voice and an audience for
their opinions,” Massey adds.

The Marine Board is re-running
the 2007 “Cooler Surprise” boating
under the influence commercial
and is using similar themes for
transit and poster ads this season.

Boaters will also see animated web
banners for Marine Board public
awareness campaigns. Log on

and see more from the following
websites:

Marine Board Website:
www.boatoregon.com

YouTube:
http://youtube.com/
watch?v=je3rQcYawhlI

PodBean:
http://marineboard.podbean.com



his year boaters 70 and younger are required
to carry a boater education card when operating
powerboats over 10 horse power.

“Almost 190,000 boaters have taken a boating
safety course and carry their boater education
card. Compliance is very exciting to see,” says
MariAnn Koloszar, Education Coordinator for the
Marine Board. “Of those, almost 27,000 boaters 70
and younger already have their card. We estimate
another 24,000 still need to get one this year”

The boater education card is proof that the card
holder has completed a basic boating safety course.
The boater education law was enacted by the 1999
Oregon Legislature to reduce accidents, injuries and
property damage on Oregon’s waterways. In 2009
the age phase-in will be complete where all boaters
will be required to take a boating safety course and
carry their boater education card.

Oregon’s Mandatory Boating Education Program
has been modeled by other states including
Washington and California and the Oregon
Department of Parks and Recreation recently
implemented an ATV education course that’s
similar to the boater education program.

Boaters have three course options: attend a
classroom course, take an equivalency exam from
your local county sheriff’s office, or take one of four
approved Internet courses through our website at
www.boatoregon.com. The costs vary, so please
read course provider information and application
directions carefully.

OREGON
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MARINA

PROGRAM

The Oregon Clean Marina program is a voluntary
program that works to protect and improve local water
quality, by promoting the usage of environmentally
sensitive practices at marinas. The program provides
the opportunity for marinas, boatyards, yacht clubs,
and floating home moorages to receive recognition
for helping to establish and promote a cleaner marine
environment for Oregon.

If a facility is in compliance with existing environmental
regulations and uses a high percentage of the
recommended best management practices, it can
be designated as an Oregon Clean Marina. Such
certified marinas are authorized to fly the Clean
Marina flag and use the logo in their advertising. The
flag and logo are signals to boaters that a marina
cares about the cleanliness of Oregon waterways.
The program also provides information to marine facility
managers on how to eliminate or reduce the input
of polluting materials — such as oil, paint, cleaning
chemicals, sewage, fish waste, and trash — info the
environment.

For More Information visit

Certified Marinas

Rocky Pointe Marina and Boatyard, Portland
Jantzen Bay Marina, Portland

Multnomah Channel Yacht Club, Scappoose
Dikeside moorage, Scappoose
Tomahawk Bay Marina, Portland
Hayden Bay Marina, Portland

Portland Yacht Club, Portland

River Place Marina, Portland
McCuddy’s Landing Marina, Scappoose
10. Island Cove Floating Homes, Portland
11. St. Helens Marina, St. Helens

12. Scappoose Bay Marina, Scappoose

13. Salmon Harbor Marina, Winchester Bay
14. Rose City Yacht Club, Portland

15. Port of Toledo, Toledo

16. Columbia Ridge Marina, Portland

17. Pier 99, Portland

18. Port of Alsea, Waldport

19. City of Depoe Bay, Depoe Bay

20. Pier 39, Astoria

21. Waverly Marina, Portland

22. Odell Lake Marina, Cresent Lake

23. Channel Island Marina, Portland

24. Coos Bay Yacht Club, Lakeside

25. Salpare Bay Marina, Portland
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partners in education

CONTRIBUTED BY DAN SHIPMAN

13TH DISTRICT, UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

e
OSMB’s Marty Law fitting a new boater.

SOmething special happened
at the Central Oregon
Sportsmen’s Show. People
from all over Deschutes and
neighboring counties came

to see the latest and greatest
in hunting, camping, boating
and fishing. A few came for
something else...free Mustang
life jackets!

For the third year in a row,

the Marine Board partnered
with the PFD Charitable
Foundation - Keep Hope
Afloat, to help educate kids

12 and younger and their
families about the importance
of wearing a properly fitting life
jacket. “Kids also learned about
other key areas of boating safety,
including how to properly enter
and exit an unstable boat with-
out falling overboard, and how
to rescue someone by throwing
them a throw bag or float cush-
ion,” says Marty Law, Education
and Information Manager for
the Marine Board. “It’s so re-
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warding to see how excited the
kids get about boating. Once
we fit them in the right jacket,
and it’s theirs to keep, the next
logical step is for the whole
family to go out and play in
the water together, safely” The
Marine Board gave away 2,815
life jackets at the show. “We’re
hoping to see lots of little yellow
jackets on the waterways this
summer, Law adds.

Parents were also encouraged

to “Take the Pledge” by wearing
a life jacket, keeping a proper
lookout and boating sober. Over
100 people took the pledge.
Their names will be added to
the website to highlight their
commitment to boating safety.

Dan Shipman, Education
Coordinator from the 13th
District of the United States
Coast Guard,
helped fit the
children and was

a tremendous
resource for many
parents. “A lot of
folks are grateful we
have this program
and wondered who
put it all together;”
says Shipman. “It’s
a lot of people who care about
saving lives that come together,
to volunteer their time, and try
to have an impact in peoples’
lives. Drowning is preventable.
The fact is - you never expect to

program.

be in an accident. The best you
can do is be prepared for it. Life
jackets are an essential piece

of equipment if you're near the
water” Shipman adds.

Partners for the Central Oregon
show included: Boy Scouts

of America, iFish members,
Coast Guard Auxiliary,

Ducks Unlimited, local media
personalities, Bend Paddle
Trail Alliance, Deschutes
U-Boat, Bend Metro Parks
and Recreation, Marine Board
staff and volunteers, and
marine patrols from Jefferson,
Deschutes and Crook counties.

A long-range vision of the
foundation is to create a life
jacket exchange program.
“When kids outgrow their
free life jacket, they can return
it at another show and get a
new one.” Shipman
says the exchanged
life jackets will
then be given to
the Marine Board
(if in serviceable
condition) and
distributed to
statewide life jacket
loaner programs.
The Marine Board
facilities engineers recently
created a life jacket loaner kiosk
design for other organizations
to use if they’re interested

in starting their own loaner
programs. In addition, the



Marine Board has
a new financial
assistance
program to help
non-profit groups
start their own
boating and water
safety programs.

The PFD
Charitable
Foundation

- Keep Hope
Afloat is funded
entirely from
private donations.
Shipman adds,
“without more
community
support in this
program, I'm not
sure we'll be able
to continue.”

In 2007, Oregon
experienced

9 recreational
boating fatalities,
of which, only
one person was
wearing a life
jacket.

For more
information
about Keep Hope
Afloat or to make
a donation, visit
http://www.
keephopeafloat.
org/index.html.

marine poatrols

ypically the first thing on your mind
when you set off for a fun day on the water
is not “will I get stopped?” For many of
us, when we first see a marine officer, we
get the panicked feeling and start asking
ourselves “what did I do?” Not to fret...
marine patrols are out on the water to help
educate or just lend a hand if someone is in
need. From search and rescue to assisting
a stalled vessel, marine patrol officers
have become very good at doing a lot of
different things all at the same time.

“We actually spend a lot of our time
helping boaters out,” says Deputy Paul
Vitus, from Lane County Marine Patrol.
“We see everything from a motor not
starting during launching, to full-on search
and rescue if someone goes under.” Vitus
has been with the Lane County Marine
Patrol for over a decade.

“I take every opportunity I can to help
educate boaters,” says Vitus. One example
helped save a boater’s life. In August of
2007, Vitus had done a local television
segment about properly fitting life jackets,
and what he said stuck in the mind of
boater Doug Welsh. Only a few weeks
after the segment aired, Welsh was on

the Santiam River when his pontoon
boat broke apart. His wife had reminded
him to wear his life jacket, which he
reluctantly put on (unfastened) when
launching. But once his boat floated
downstream and started to break apart,
he remembered what Deputy Vitus said
from TV about a “properly fitting life
jacket — needs to be snug and not come
up over your ears, so he securely fastened
up. His boat continued downstream and
lodged directly into a strainer. Welsh

was pinned underwater. “I remember

Marine Patrol on Cullaby Lake

losing consciousness, and seeing only
the branches and the sun from above the
water...somehow I got to the surface.

It must have been my life jacket, and I
remember spitting out a lot of water,”
Welsh recounted. His ordeal left such an
impression, that he felt compelled to call
and thank the marine patrol for their
outreach efforts while telling his story.

It’s a very moving account of how close one
boater came to the end. You can hear his
story at http://marineboard.podbean.com/.

“I enjoy being out on the water and
helping people out any way I can. It's why
I love being in marine patrol” Vitus adds,
“But don't get complacent. Deputies and
Troopers are well trained and focus in on
any violations they see.” Law enforcement
cite violators who don't have a valid
registration, boater education card and
proper equipment for their boat. Law
enforcement will also issue citations for
unsafe operation, life jacket accessibility
and boating under the influence.

So when you see a marine officer at the
boat launch or out on the water, go ahead
and approach them with any questions you
have...they’re a resource for you!

Spring 2008
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COLD WRTER SHOCS

KATU's Brian Barker experiencing
the “gasp reflex.”

Personal flotation devices will
increase your chance for survival.

Underway Newsletter

each spring, the Oregon State
Marine Board sends out media
kits with important information
about boating and water safety.
This year, the kit contained a fact
sheet on cold water immersion
that caught the attention of
television station KATU reporter,
Brian Barker. Barker contacted
the Clackamas County Marine
Patrol and expressed an interest
in a ride-along and something

a bit unconventional. Barker
wanted to demonstrate to viewers
how dangerous cold water can
be, even when the temperature
outside is balmy, by taking the
plunge himself.

With his feet planted on the

swim platform at the stern of the
Sheriff’s boat, Barker nervously
offered a bit of advice: “The point
is — don't do this.” Barker promptly
jumped into the Willamette

River, wearing a properly fitting
lifejacket. After being briefly
submerged, Barker broke the
surface gasping for air, exclaiming:
“I'm breathing fast right away...

If I didn’t have a life preserver on,
I'd be panicking” Being an athlete
in good physical condition, Barker
was especially surprised when

the cold water took an immediate
effect. But for those familiar with
cold water immersion, it’s no
surprise. Barker was experiencing
the inevitable first stage of cold
water immersion - initial cold

shock. It occurs within the first
3-5 minutes of immersion and
causes involuntary gasping,
hyperventilation, panic, and
vertigo — all of which can result in
water inhalation and drowning.
No matter how strong or athletic
the person, the effects can be

deadly.

Within minutes, Barker began to
experience the second stage of
cold water immersion - short term
swim failure. In this phase, manual
dexterity, hand grip strength, and
speed of movement can all drop
by 60-80 percent. Commenting
retrospectively on his condition,
Barker noted: “I can’t get air

into my lungs. My arms and legs
start to go numb.” His breathing
became more pronounced and
difficult, while his limbs became
like weighted clubs attached to his
body. Barker’s condition digressed
through the stages of cold water
immersion before the eyes of his
audience.

With a tremulous voice and
shivering lips, Barker awkwardly
stumbled over his words: “But

I can see how...how this could
kill somebody. I could see how
you...you would...uh...you
would lose your, uh...what am

I trying to say?” Looking back,
Barker explained his condition:
“I can no longer piece together a
sentence. I begin to panic, and I
get out.” Surprisingly, Barker was



only immersed in the cold
water for about four minutes.
Oftentimes, that’s all it takes.

The alarming fact is that cold
water robs the body of its heat
25 times faster than air. The
difference between life and
death, between survival and
tragedy, can be as simple as
wearing a lifejacket and being
prepared.

Thankfully, Barker did not
have to experience the fourth
sate of cold water immersion:
post-immersion collapse
during or after a rescue.
Regardless, his point was
sharply conveyed.

The safety message became
very real for Brian Barker and
for everyone who watched the
program. His demonstration
created a visceral experience,
and he spoke with the
conviction of someone who
has experienced the danger
first-hand. This television
segment brought public
awareness on the danger of
cold water immersion to an
entirely new level.

To view the Brian Barker
Cold Water Immersion
clip, visit http://www.katu.
com/home/video/7383841.
html?video=pop&t=a

fishing

CONTRIBUTED BY JESSICA SALL, ODFW

2008 is shaping up to be a great
year for various types of fishing.
There will be plenty of trout,
steelhead, halibut, warm water
game fish and many other fish for
the taking. So grab your rod, check
your boat and get ready for one
exciting summer.

The winter snow will leave Oregon
with plenty of water throughout
the summer. Trout thrive in these
conditions. Whether you're drifting
the McKenzie River or trolling
Klamath Lake, the trout will be
ready. Before heading to the high
mountain lakes, be sure to check
the accessibility. All the winter snow
may make lake access difficult.

All this water will also make the
steelhead fishing fantastic. The
state can expect strong runs up and
down the coast and further inland.

Photo ‘éoJrfesy ODFW

If Ocean fishing is your thing, this
is the year for halibut. Oregon
anglers took over 16,000 halibut
in 2007. This year is looking to be

similar.

After you've caught your limit of
halibut, consider trying your hand
at world class bass fishing. The
John Day River and Lower Umpqua
provide some of the best smallmouth
bass fishing in America.

Check out the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife's recreation
report at www.dfw.state.or.us/rr.
It's updated weekly, so you'll know
where the fish are biting.

Now that you know where the
fish are, its time to grab your rod
and hop in your boat to enjoy the
wonderful  fishing opportunities
Oregon has to offer.



Take me boating...
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